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Wandsworth Park - enhancing its future 
 
A report by the Society's Open Spaces Panel after reviewing the Park over 
the last twelve months 
 
 
Summary.  This report is the product of a detailed review of Wandsworth Park by 
the Putney Society's Open Spaces Panel, carried out over 2013/14. It seeks to 
encourage greater interest in the park; to draw attention to the park's strengths 
and weaknesses; to suggest ways the park might be enhanced - and makes the 
case for establishing a ‘Friends of Wandsworth Park’. 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Wandsworth Park lies between Putney town and Wandsworth town - in 
Wandsworth Parish. Its frontage to the Thames is a real asset; its frontage to 
Putney Bridge Road not quite so. It is the green lung for those living in the 
eastern part of Putney, in the way that Putney Lower Common is for those living 
in the western end of Putney. It is Putney's largest municipal open space and a 
real amenity for those who enjoy its tranquility and green expances. The many 
mature London Plane trees are some of the finest in Putney - they are over 100 
years old. 
 
Like Battersea Park, Wandsworth Park is a historic Grade II listed Victorian park - 
but, whereas Battersea Park covers 83 hectares (200 acres), Wandsworth Park 
covers much less at 9.5 hectares (about 22 acres).   
 
Battersea Park benefits from having a strong group of organised local supporters, 
‘The Friends of Battersea Park’. There is no equivalent established group for 
Wandsworth Park. 
 
The maintenance of the park has been contracted out by the Borough Council to 
Quadron Services. They made a presentation to the Putney Society's Members' 
Meeting in June 2013 to tell us all about their business and what they do. We 
have been impressed by their work. 
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Why this report? 
 
The Putney Society's Open Spaces Panel takes a close interest in all of Putney's 
open spaces and seeks to keep a watching brief on their management and future 
development. Some of our Society members have been urging the Open Spaces 
Panel to take a much closer interest in Wandsworth Park and to get involved in 
the way the Park is changing. Like all open spaces, it is changing all the time, 
even if only gradually. 
 
The Panel organised a March 2013 Saturday morning walk in the park when, on 
a cold, wet and blustery day, twelve of us (including Cllr Jim Maddan), walked 
round the park discussing issues of interest. We resolved to keep the park under 
close review and to prepare a report considering the matters we were concerned 
about and making suggestions for enhancement. What struck us on that bracing 
March Saturday morning was how bleak the park was, with cold winds sweeping 
over it from the river. 
 
This report follows many more visits to the park through all the different seasons 
and on different days of the week and times of the day. It is certainly a popular 
park - but we think it could be better. 
 
The Putney Society has a Tree Fund to enable us to pay for new tree planting in 
suitable locations whenever there is an amenity case for us to take such an 
initiative. We would like to offer to spend some money in Wandsworth Park. 
 
This report sets out the Panel's thoughts following this year-long review of the 
park and suggests ways the park might be enhanced for future generations to 
enjoy it, even more than we do today. 
 
The report is concerned with issues of a permanent nature (the structure and 
form of the park, i.e., the way it is landscaped) as well as more transient issues 
(the way the park is used by people). The report's emphasis is on the former 
rather than the latter. This is because the use of the park arises from its structure 
and form - not the other way round!  Both are, of course, important! 
 
 
Some history 
 
On 28 February 1903, Lieutenant Colonel A. Rotton JP, formally opened 
Wandsworth Park "for the use and enjoyment of the people of London for ever".  
It had previously been an area of waste ground and allotments. The opening 
ceremony was conducted by Mr John Piggott, Chairman of the Parks and Open 
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Spaces Committee of the London County Council. Wandsworth Borough Council 
had contributed £15,500 towards the cost of the acquisition of the land, whilst 
£5,838,15 shillings and 10 pence was provided by public subscription (much of 
this generously subscribed by Dr G.B. Longstaff, one of the Wandsworth 
representatives on the LCC). The Mayor of Wandsworth, Cllr W. Hunt, JP, moved 
a vote of thanks to the LCC. 
 
At the southeast corner of the park there is a splendid display board describing 
the creation of the park and its design - well worth a read. 
 
The timber-faced changing pavilion/toilets building at the eastern end of the park 
was donated by the developers of the Prospect Quay flats scheme immediately 
adjoining the park, by the river. It was opened by the Mayor of Wandsworth, Cllr 
Mrs Vanessa Graham, on 20 April 1996. 
 
In 2003, the Borough Council carried out a scheme of refurbishment in the park 
and a commemorative tree, a Sweet Gum (Liquidamber Styraciflua 
'Worplesdon'), was planted by the Mayor, Cllr Leslie McDonnell, to mark this 
work and the centenary of the park. New railings and seats were provided in this 
scheme.    
 
The park's newest feature, its mini-golf course, opened in July 2013.  It occupies 
the space which was formerly a bowling green. 
 
 
The Park's special features 
 
Without doubt, the park's most special feature is the impressive avenue of trees 
all the way along the park's Thames frontage. A single line of London Plane trees 
facing the river, then the broad green space before the double row of Lime trees 
set on either side of the pathway running the whole length of the Park.  Everyone 
loves this unique (to Putney) green corridor. At the centre of the long avenue of 
Limes, there is, curiously, a group of more recently planted Beech trees (which 
are probably planted too close together). 
 
The mature Holly trees all along the park's Putney Bridge Road frontage are also 
of   special note. They form a valuable visual screen, effective throughout the 
year. 
 
The new attraction, 'Putt-in-the-Park', the mini-golf course, is proving to be a 
popular and successful private venture and, with the adjoining Café, is a 
welcome addition to the park. We should all be grateful to the Cafe proprietor for 
managing the toilet facilities in the nearby pavilion. We wish this young business 
every success. The landscaping of the mini-golf course, with Silver Birch and 
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Acacia Frisia saplings and a good variety of shrubs, has been very successful. 
 
The extensive plantings, relatively recently, of a host of golden daffodils, in 
different parts of the park, (particularly near the Blades Mews entrance), is a 
welcome feature in the spring. 
 
And, of course, the central playing field is an important feature, much used and 
very popular. 
 
No doubt, others will have their own favourite features they love in the park … 
 
 
Our concerns 
 
In reviewing the park over the past year, we have realised that many people are 
quite happy with the park as it is. Others, however, have some concerns which 
have been drawn to our Panel's attention. Even those who are generally content 
do admit, when invited to do so, that there could, perhaps, be scope for the park 
to be made even better than it already is! 
 
Some find the park 'boring' (in a horticultural way) and, especially in the colder 
and wet months, the park's open aspect can make it very bleak and exposed to 
the cold winds blowing off the river. 
 
About the only area in the park where one can feel 'cosy' and away from the sight 
of moving traffic, is in the southeast part (near to the formal planted triangle), 
where the evergreen trees and shrubs give some enclosure and shelter.  
Everywhere else in the park is open - with views of the moving traffic on Putney 
Bridge Road and the buildings which enclose the park to the east, south and 
west. With redevelopment, the buildings beyond the park, especially to the east 
in the Riverside Quarter, are getting ever taller. They intrude, visually, on the park 
in an unhelpful way. 
 
Some of the shrub beds in the park have been showing their age - especially the 
Rhododendrons in the southeastern corner (though these have been partly 
replaced over the past few months by new shrub planting). 
 
But the replacement of the border of shrubs along the western boundary of the 
park, mainly with low-growing herbeacious ground cover plants seems very 
curious. Why was this done? How can it be explained? How much discussion 
was there on this change before it took place? What it has done is to make the 
buildings in Deodar Road, next to the park, even more noticeable than they were 
before - not necessarily a good thing.  (We note that elements of this replanting 
scheme have not yet been carried out). 
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Compared with Battersea Park, Wandsworth Park is so much more open and 
exposed.  It really doesn't need to be like this. 
 
Since the Council stopped locking the park gates at night, there is now free 
access to the park at all hours. This has created problems. Anti-social behaviour 
is an issue: the closing off of the small riverside walk area behind the Deodar 
Road houses is an unresolved problem, because of this.   
 
The lack of lighting in the park discourages those wanting to walk or cycle along 
the Thames Path National Trail, along the river, at night - an unresolved issue.  
We understand that some will not use this route after dark because they feel 
threatened. 
 
Ought the clock on the pavilion by the childrens' play area be left always at 10.40 
- with its hour hand broken? 
 
The shrubs along the park boundary with the Prospect Quay flats - why are they 
cut back so hard? This only exposes the ugly concrete structure behind. The park 
would benefit if these shrubs were left to grow more naturally. 
 
All along the park's river frontage, the metal railings are crying out to be painted.  
The job hasn't been done for many years. A Community Service task, perhaps?  
Could there be a risk that these railings may rot away if left untreated for too 
long? 
 
At the centre of the park's western edge, there is a concreted area (within the 
newly planted border) which is the remains of a maintenance compound, 
removed a year or so ago. This is ugly and appears to serve no purpose. It ought 
to be removed. 
 
 
Suggestions for enhancement 
 
The council's Parks Officers have advised us that they do not want to plant any 
more trees in Wandsworth Park. We can understand this: the framework of well-
established forest trees (all part of the original landscaping scheme), now over 
100 years old, gives the park its basic 'form' and Victorian character. We tend to 
agree that no new large-growing trees are needed. 
 
But if the park is to be made more sheltered and less open to views of the traffic 
and buildings beyond, then low-growing hedges, shrubs and small trees would be 
useful as visual screens. There is scope for such planting on the park's western, 
eastern and southern edges - to add to and enhance the existing planting in 
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these areas. 
 
Hedges.  Anyone familiar with Green Park and Kensington Gardens will know of 
the Holly hedges and recently planted mixed deciduous/evergreen shrub groups 
along the edges of these parks - where they have road frontages. These form a 
visual screen, enabling park users to be less aware of the busy traffic flows on 
the adjoining main roads. They help to create the feeling of 'escape' from the 
noise and bustle of the areas beyond the park - a reason why people go into our 
parks. 
 
Our council has already started to plant up Wandsworth Park's western edge with 
hedging. See the Pyracantha hedge from the riverside walk to the Blades Mews 
gate alongside the Deodar Road houses. The recently replanted beds, also in 
this vicinity, have been given evergreen shrubs along the fence line with the 
commercial Deodar Road properties. These shrubs will grow into visual screens 
in due course - if left to do so.   
 
We would recommend that similar hedge planting should be carried out all along 
the fence line to Putney Bridge Road - and also, where there are empty gaps in 
the shrub planting, along the Northfields frontage, on the park's eastern edge.  
These hedges should be trimmed when they reach the height of the metal 
boundary fencing.  A variety of shrubs might be used: Holly, Hawthorn, 
Pyracantha, etc. 
 
Small trees.  There are not many smaller flowering trees in the park. There is a 
fine flowering white Cherry between the pavilion and the cafe and a number of 
Amelanchier by the tennis court and along the western edge of the park. 
 
Springtime in the park would be made more attractive with the planting of Prunus, 
Hawthorn, Malus, Magnolia, etc, along the edges of the park where there are 
open spaces among the existing trees - and there are such spaces, if you look! A 
walk round the park would show how this could be done. 
 
The western border.  From Putney Bridge Road to the river, along the western 
edge of the park, to soften the impact of the adjoining buildings, some infilling of 
'light' trees would be helpful in thickening up the 'green screen' in this area.  
Between the pathway and the park boundary, there is scope for the planting of a 
number of, say, Silver Birch, trees in the gaps between the established trees.   
 
The south walk. The walkway from the Putney end of the park to the 
Wandsworth end, parallel to Putney Bridge Road, is rather bare in places and 
could be made so much more pleasant. Look at the area around the Alan 
Thornhill sculpture as an example. We suggest a planting of Liquidamber trees 
on either side of the sculpture to soften its setting. There is ample scope along 
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the length of this edge of the park for planting small-growing flowering trees to 
supplement the existing trees along this route. The aim should be to make this a 
more sheltered and attractive route than it is at present - a way people would 
enjoy walking along.  
 
Conifers.  Why are there so few conifers in the park?  There are two fine 
conifers on the eastern edge of the central open field (near the Cafe). In the 
interests of bio-diversity and arboricultural variety, one or two more conifers, 
carefully sited, could be fitted in. The park is Victorian - so, why is there no 
Monkey Puzzle tree?   
 
The empty triangle.  Finally, the triangular bed, surrounded by footpaths, at the 
southwestern corner of the park by the entrance from Putney Bridge Road.  
Despite our enquiries to the Council's Parks Office, we have been unable to find 
out what is planned for this empty bed - empty apart from a lonely Ginko tree.  
What should be done with it?  Suggestions, please!  One possibility, taking the 
riverside garden area at the front of the Tate Modern building in Southwark as 
inspiration, would be to fill it with feathered, multi-stemmed young Silver Birch 
trees. Any other ideas? 
 
Winter colour. There is little of horticultural interest in the park during the winter 
months. The introduction of some winter-flowering shrubs and plants (as in 
Battersea Park's winter garden) would be an added attraction.  
 
 
And the cost of enhancement? 
 
It would be appropriate to spread the proposed enhancement work out over a 
number of years to enable the cost to be more reasonably managed. 
 
It might be expected that the Council may not be willing to embark on spending 
money on Wandsworth Park on the scale suggested in this report. However that 
need not prevent the work being undertaken. 
 
As with the pavilion in the park, it is quite possible that developers carrying out 
schemes of redevelopment in the vicinity of the park, can be persuaded by the 
Council to meet the cost of improvements in the park. Section 106 legal 
agreements, negotiated at the time of the granting of planning permission could 
perhaps secure financial contributions to be spent in the park. There are 
significant residential schemes proceeding in the Wandsworth Riverside Quarter 
area - and Wandsworth Park is the new residents' nearest recreation area. The 
new Community Infrastructure Levy, paid by developers to the Council, to 
contribute towards the cost of providing the new developments' occupiers with 
the local facilities they might not otherwise see created, will be able to pay for 
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enhancing local open spaces. 
 
There is also the Putney Society's Tree Fund - ready and willing to meet the cost 
of a modest amount of new tree planting in the park. 
 
So, with careful planning, the cost of enhancement need not be a problem.  
 
 
Issues for discussion 
 
Other issues have been drawn to the Open Spaces Panel's attention, upon which 
this report has not sought to reach conclusions.  Mainly concerned with activities 
in the park, these are issues which a 'Friends' group ought to discuss - and then 
arrive at a shared view on.  Such issues are: 
 

• Should an area in the park be left to grow as a 'wildflower meadow', to 
attract bees and other insects?  The area where the daffodils grow, near 
the Deodar Road entrance and where the grass is left unmown for a 
period, might be appropriate. 

 
• Would the joggers, who run round the park, appreciate some 'trim trail' 

structures to provide for stretching exercises? Some simple wooded 
structures would suffice - as introduced, in recent years, in other public 
open spaces elsewhere.  

 
• Is cycling in the park a problem? Especially cyclists who stray from the 

official route along the riverside.  Could more be done to discourage off-
route cycling? 

 
• Is the childrens' playground area meeting the wishes of its users? Could it 

be made better? 
 

• Local schools make much use of the central playing field - a good thing. But 
do they contribute to the costs of maintaining the turf  and repairing the 
bare patches? 

 
• Should the gates at the Wandsworth (southeast) corner of the park be kept 

closed (with spring-loaded hinges for pedestrian access) - to stop dogs 
running out onto the busy road outside? 

 
• Barbecues in the park.  Are they allowed or not?  What did the council 

decide after the consultation last year?  
 
No doubt there are other questions that people will want to raise ...  
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Would a 'Friends' help? 
 
Battersea Park has benefited enormously from the generosity and enthusiasm of 
the ‘Friends of Battersea Park’ - a group of local residents who love the park and 
want to contribute towards its wellbeing. They bring ideas and enthusiasm (and 
money!) to assist the council in its work in making that park so successful. 
 
There can be no doubt that Wandsworth Park would benefit if there were an 
equivalent group of 'Friends' established in Putney. We need to learn from our 
neighbours in Battersea just how to go about it and what the possibilities are. 
 
The Putney Society Open Spaces Panel will seek to facilitate the coming together 
of interested local residents and businesses who might be willing to take on this 
task. 
 
Another possibility is offered by Wandsworth Common (maintained by the 
Borough Council). It has a Management Advisory Committee (MAC), composed 
of council officers and local residents. It is organised by the Borough Council, so 
lacks the independence of a 'Friends'. 
 
The need is for a group of local residents, willing to give the time and effort to 
enable this new dimension to the park's future management to take off, to come 
together and get organised! 
 
 
So … 
 
Our Putney Society Meeting at St Mary's Church on Wednesday 25 June 2014 at 
7.30pm is open to all those interested in Wandsworth Park. Do, please, come 
along. 
 
 
John Horrocks 
Putney Society Open Spaces Panel Convener 
mailto:John.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
 
June 2014 
 
 
The Putney Society's Executive Committee, at its meeting on Monday 16 June 
2014, approved this report. 
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